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Hed BRISFING 15 Jenunry 1948
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POSSINLE TLLNEISS OF KERUSNCHEY

Ihe Soviet Forelign Ninistry announced on 14 Jeounsry that party

noss Ehrushohev is abmeant from Nescow for 2 shert rest.

&. Rhrushohev has not appenrsd 1e public simce 2 Januvary, althoegh
thore have been nmal functions he would norwslly have
atteaded. However, he may have gives & private intarvise tn
s Deaish nowspapectman zometims after 2 Jasuary. _

Tt seems mnlikely that Ehrushchev is on vacstion since he retuswd

from six weeks leave in Yalis on 4 Octedbsr sad normally takes o1ly

ons vacation each | yoar.

i. Illness seems to o u such better possibility; the roferends
to “rest” ia the o1fictal asncuncemen:i suggests that he uay
be atling.

1. Ebrushchevy iz known to Rave kidaey troudle slthough this
ailment is not known to have interfered #4th his work 12
the past. It is also possible that his rigorous schadyle
since October haa ¢auied over exertion.

1t 18 aot uncommon for the Foviet Foreign Sinistry to mahe ammésnce-

meats regsrdiag th:o absosce of Soviet leaders sltheough it ia set

always done. In this case the announcement wag In reply 6 &
question by n foreign svwspaperssn in Noscow.
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